45O                      DIARY AND  LETTERS  OF            [CHAP. XX.
Louvre. Dine with the Comte de la Marck, where we discuss the declaration (about to be made public) of the Emperor and King of Prussia. Learn at the Louvre the purport of the King's letter, which is meagre enough. It would seem that intrigue has at length succeeded, and caused the poor monarch to adopt a middle party, which is good for nothing. Go to the opera, which is execrable, but the ballet of fTe"lemaque' compensates for that ennui." protest subordinate to the King's speech, but he thinks differently. Madame d'Ossun is so attentive that I think a good impression is made in my favor. I went to the Salon to-day to see the exhibition of painting and statuary not yet opened to the public, but which the Bishop d'Autun, charged with this business by the municipality, admits strangers to see. There are some very good pieces.
